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15 Forever uses philanthropy and leadership to teach teens 

how to change the world.

INTRODUCTION

Eleven students from Boulder County joined this year’s 15 

Forever board. They collectively spent 660 hours working to 

improve their communities while becoming leaders and 
activists in the process. The team completed a community 

needs assessment on the most pressing issues facing youth in 

Boulder County, raised awareness of  the issues with the 

community, and fundraised $2,650 for local nonprofit 

organizations benefitting Boulder County youth.



THE PROGRAM

PARTICIPANTS 

Facilitator: Karina Corral

*Executive Committee Member

NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Youth dive deep to find 
the most pressing issues 

facing children and 
youth in their local 

community.

Grant Making

Youth decide which 
nonprofits are doing the 

best at meeting the needs 
and give away 100% of 

the funds raised.

15 Forever is the youth-led arm of  Community Foundation 

Boulder County. Every year, students conduct a grant cycle.

Youth meet with 
community members to 
raise awareness about 

and funding for the  
biggest issues.

FUNDRAISING

Belisa Alptekin* 

Annika Aumentado* 

Ellen DeRoche* 

Atiya Hasan* 
Evan Hassan* 

Palpasha Karki* 

Juan Mendez* 

Alma Nielsen 

Liliana Perez 

Layla Steinbock* 
Jillian Tabak 



FUNDING PRIORITIES

After many hours of  research, the 15 Forever board 
decided to focus on the following funding priorities: 

Marshall Fire Aid 
On December 30th, 2021, a wildfire erupted in Boulder County, affecting 
up to 1,000 homes and businesses. Many families were displaced, and it’s 
estimated there is over $1 billion worth of  damages. Thirty five thousand 
people were required to evacuate their homes right before the new year, 
causing worry, panic, and distress. 15 Forever members chose Marshall 
Wildfire Aid as a funding priority because they have personally seen the 
effects of  this fire. Whether by knowing someone personally affected, 
seeing the fires outside their windows, or evacuating out of  precaution, 
every Boulder County youth has been impacted by the Marshall Wildfire 
in some way. 

Youth Mental Health 
Since the pandemic began, students across the country have felt strains 
on their mental health. Online learning and quarantine are incredibly 
isolating, and students have found it harder to access mental health 
resources during this time. The 15 Forever members have seen this 
mental health epidemic first hand through several of  their peers at a local 
high school taking their own lives. In addition, Boulder County youth now 
face increased mental health repercussions in the aftermath of  the 
wildfires. The wildfires have impacted many students in the community 
who are struggling from the trauma of  evacuation and loss. The added 
weight of  the pandemic and wildfires has caused a serious mental health 
issue for Boulder County youth, and 15 Forever wants to fund 
organizations focused on youth mental health needs and improving the 
affordability and accessibility of  mental health services in Boulder County. 



FUNDRAISING

The 15 Forever board created a fundraising plan to 
raise as much money as possible to support their 
chosen priorities. They met with local business, 
community, and nonprofit leaders (known as “Impact 
Partners”) from across Boulder County to talk about 
their funding priorities and ask community leaders to 
invest in their work.

RAISED: $2,650
Thank you to our Impact Partners!

Interested in volunteering?  
Contact info@youthroots.org

Linda Bachrach 

Amy & Steve Carpenter 

Caroline Landry 
Katherine McIntyre 

Jeanne Nicholson 

Paul Orbuch 

Ashley Rumble 

Robin Salazar 
Donna Tuttle 

Laurel Padilla 

mailto:info@youthroots.org
mailto:info@youthroots.org


GRANT WINNERS

The following organizations were awarded a grant based on 
their ability to meet the funding priorities of  the 15 Forever 
YouthBoard:

El Centro AMISTAD - $1,325 
El Centro AMISTAD’s mission is to integrate and transform the 
Boulder County community through opportunities and programs 
for Latinxs that promotes education, health, and quality of  life. 
Funds from 15 Forever will support their free counseling program 
for Latinx youth. Over four free sessions, bilingual, bi-cultural 
therapists provide counseling, coaching and treatment for Latinxs 
youth experiencing behavioral health and stress issues. 

Out Boulder County - $1,325 
Out Boulder County's Youth Program serves as a social and 
educational space for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer & 
Questioning (LGBTQ+) youth and their allies ages 11-18. The 
generous funds from the 15 Forever grant will support Out Boulder 
County’s weekly LGBTQ+ youth groups, which offer a safe space 
for youth to build community, get support from trusted adults, learn 
about Queer culture and history, and explore leadership 
opportunities, social justice education, advocacy, and volunteerism 
projects. 

“[15 Forever] taught me a lot about business and how leadership and 
empathy apply to different parts of the business world.”

- 2022 Participant



STUDENT IMPACT

100% of  participants 
said they would be 

more likely to take on 
a leadership role 

because of  15 Forever.

94% of  participants 
gained knowledge in 

15 Forever 
curriculum topics.

COMMUNITYEMPOWERMENT

KNOWLEDGE

LEADERSHIP

Participants showed 
improvement in 

non-cognitive skills 
92% of  the time.

LIFE SKILLS

Students raised 
awareness and 
funding (over 
$2,600) for 

pressing issues.

100% of  participants 
said 15 Forever 

improved their ability 
to identify an issue 

and take action.

EMPATHY

100% of  participants 
said 15 Forever 
improved their 
empathy skills.

“[15 Forever] improved my interpersonal and leadership skills, which I 
hope I will be able to apply to many aspects of my life in the future.” 

- 2022 Participant



PARTNERSHIP

The 15 Forever program is a joint project between 
Community Foundation Boulder County and YouthRoots, a 
national nonprofit organization whose mission is to unleash 
the power of  youth to change the world. Community 
Foundation Boulder County uses the YouthRoots curriculum 
to teach Boulder-area teens how to change the world through 
philanthropy and gain valuable leadership skills. Together, they 
are cultivating the next generation of  Boulder County leaders 
and change-makers. 

Learn more at: 
www.commfound.org 
www.youthroots.org

“[15 Forever has] given me a community of really forward thinkers that 
I can call friends! It's also helped me improve the world for the better 

and actually do something that has substantial change.” 
- 2022 Participant
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