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Meet the Fellows

Name: Allia Alrodan 
Location: Boulder 
Placement: AJL Foundation  

Allia is a 5th year student at the University of Colorado Boulder, where she is 
pursuing a double degree in International Affairs and Communication. She is a 
highly motivated and dedicated individual who enjoys bettering her 
understanding of the way the world works around her. She is eager to learn 
more about philanthropy through her placement with the AJL Foundation and 
enthusiastic about working to better the lives of families and youth of Colorado. 
She hopes to bring her own background of living between countries 
throughout her life and the lessons she has learned to the philanthropy sector, 
and hopes to bring positive contributions to this program.

Name: Giovanna Burno 
Location: Aurora  

Placement: AJL Foundation 
  

I am a chaotically dedicated woman. I am passionate about helping people and 
using my time to find out who I want to be, not who people think I should be. I 

love reading and k-dramas, and my pets. I want to improve the world, teaching 
and advocacy both give me a way to do so and to improve people's life, making 

sure that they know there are people who care, who WANT them to be the 
perfect little messes people are. I love my dog and cats, they all act as if not 

being pet for 20 seconds is a sign of abuse, which is how it should be!

Name: Peniel Owusu-Ansah 
Location: Aurora  
Placement: Gates Family Foundation  

My name is Peniel Owusu-Ansah, and I am a junior at Colorado 
College. I am majoring in Political Science and Sociology. I am 
passionate about engaging in the community and connecting 
people with the different volunteer opportunities around them. I 
enjoy reading, cooking, and spending time with my family.



Meet the Fellows

Name: José Manriquez-Hernandez 
Location: Aurora  
Placement: Gates Family Foundation  
A 2022 graduate from the University of Colorado Boulder that majored in Leadership/
community engagement and History and has a minor in education. He comes from a family of 
Immigrants who came from Michoacán to Colorado so their family could have an education. 
Growing up in Aurora and Denver Colorado he realized how impactful the community members 
and teachers were in his life that made a difference in his path and wants to give back to that 
community. Some of his past experiences include working in research, teaching, and 
community environments. Outside of work, José enjoys socializing with his friends and 
enjoying friendly competitive games anything from chess to games like Mario Kart.

Name: Yusuf Khan  
Location: Colorado Springs 

Placement:  RootED 

My name is Yusuf Khan and I am a junior at Colorado College. I am 
majoring in Philosophy with a minor in Comparative Literature. I am 

very passionate about diversity, equity, and inclusion in education. I am 
so grateful to be a GIV Fellow and excited to be an advocate for equity 

in education. I enjoy reading short stories from world literature in my 
spare time. 

Name: Najma Abdi 
Location: Aurora 
Placement: RootED  

My name is Najma Abdi, I’m a first generation immigrant from 
Ethiopia. I’m a junior in colorado college studying 
international political Economy.



Meet the Fellows

Name: Mar Wilson 
Location: Colorado Springs  
Placement: The Colorado Health Foundation  

My name is Mar Wilson I am a senior at Colorado College in 
Colorado Springs. I am a feminist and gender studies major. I 
grew up in Cleveland, Ohio. I come from a large family. I have 
two cats at home. I enjoy to do yoga and other practices with 
health. 

Name: Isaac Winchester  
Location: Aurora 

Placement: The Colorado Health Foundation 

My name is Isaac Winchester. I am the President of my college's SGA 
where I have worked on a variety of initiatives for our students 

including sexual health and food insecurity. I have always been 
inclined toward opportunities that allow me to have a positive impact 

on others so I am quite excited for my upcoming time with Youth Roots.

Name: Julia Chavez 
Location: Craig 
Placement: Craig-Scheckman Family Foundation  

My name is Julia Chavez, I am 19 years old and I have an eye for 
studying new things. I am a natural born athlete but very into the art of 
music. I am a leader, I like to make things happen that me as a student 
can speak up for. I am also an extrovert so I think taking this internship 
will be an amazing thing to take part of as a student who is currently 
making a journey into being a science major.



Meet the Fellows

Name: Melena Vanderford 
Location: Alamosa 
Placement: Craig-Scheckman Family Foundation  
I am currently an undergraduate student at Adams State University, graduating with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Clinical Psychology. I plan to attend Ole Miss to receive my PhD 
in Clinical Psychology. I currently intern with a nonprofit organization called the 
Crestone Freedom Project where our goal is to reconnect people to themselves, 
loving relationships, a spiritual nature, the natural environment, and a vision & 
purpose for their life through a positive psychology modality called, Vision 
Journaling™. Aside from my education and career, I am a nature-enthusiast, people-
person, and animal lover. I love going on adventures, being with friends/family/pets, 
reading, writing, practicing yoga & meditation, going to the gym and practicing jujitsu/
kickboxing!


