YOUTH COUNCIL

2022

GRANT & IMPACT
REPORT

THE PROGRAM
Youth Council is the student leadership arm of the Youth
Connections project, which is designed to support public
middle and high schools in fostering a culture and climate that
meets students’ social, emotional and academic needs.
Ten students from seven school districts across Colorado
joined this year’s Youth Council program. They collectively
spent 180 hours working to improve their communities while
becoming leaders and activists in the process. The team
learned about the grant process, created a student-focused
grant application, and then reviewed application submissions
from students across eight public school districts. In total,
Youth Council students granted $69,100 to support studentled projects in Colorado.

PARTICIPANTS
Facilitator: Zach Booz
Bryce Davis (Mesa D-51)
Megan Curto (Alamosa)
Keeley Haynes (Adams 12)
Sophia Johnson (Pueblo 60)
Emily Lopez (Sheridan)

Trinity Mendez (Weld Re-1)
Myea Morales (Delta)
Judah Neely (Delta)
Randi Owens (Weld Re-1)
Hannah Weston (Mesa D-51)

GRANT WINNERS
Adams 12 Five Star Schools
- The Comet Alliance: $2,775 to provide students a safe place to
-

build and develop positive relationships, voice concerns, relieve
stress, and build communication skills.
Chick-Fil-A Leadership Academy: $1,000 to host a Color Run
Fundraiser to raise funds for cancer research and provide an
opportunity for more students to be involved.
LGBTQ+ Acceptance Week: $2,775 to have a week of guest
speakers, talks about inclusion and acceptance, and provide
additional support systems for the LGBTQ+ population.
Student-Led Assemblies: $1,000 to host 4 student-led assemblies
throughout the year based on student interest.
Hygiene/Wellness Kits: $950 to create 48 essential hygiene/
wellness kits for women who can’t a ord them and to provide
education on sexual assault/abuse.
Math Tutors for Afghan Students: $1,500 to support students
who recently moved to the district from Afghanistan by hiring
math tutors to support their learning and hosting a community
night to meet new people and share their culture.

Alamosa School District
- Outdoor Beauti cation Project: $5,000 to complete outdoor
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renovations and landscaping to make outdoor spaces more
student friendly and relaxing.
- Mean Moose Mental Health: $5,000 to further support mental
health resources the school already has in place and develop a
long-term, sustainable, student-supported mental & emotional
health department.

GRANT WINNERS
Cañon City Schools
- Youth Advisory Council: $3,000 to hold a ‘No Place for Hate’
training for YAC members to increase awareness, cohesiveness,
and capacity for empathy, understanding, and allyship.
- ‘Reach Out’ Program: $2,000 to start a new program that
provides a place for students to create a sense of community
and belonging within the school by bringing together students of
di erent backgrounds and grades.
- Student Pride Shirts: $2,000 to provide students with a free
school Pride shirt, as well as allow students to attend social
events free of charge in order to increase a sense of belonging
within the school.
- Harrison Student Advisory: $3,000 to help the student advisory
board assess the climate and culture of Harrison School and use
data to collaborate on solutions that promote a positive and
hopeful culture.

Delta County School District
- Speech & Debate Team: $5,000 to fund the team’s travel
expenses to compete at the national competition in Kentucky.

Mesa County Valley School District 51
- We Vote: $2,500 to provide funding for the year-long program,
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which encourages civic-mindedness among youth through
interviews, videos, activities, and articles.
- Student Senate Concessions: $1,600 to increase sustainability at
concession stands during sports games by replacing styrofoam
containers and plastic silverware with biodegradable options.

GRANT WINNERS
Pueblo School District 60
- Pegasus Magazine: $2,500 to support publishing a magazine that
showcases the writing and art of students in an e ort to foster
student creativity and increase student literacy.
- Speech & Debate Program: $1,000 to aid in the expansion and
increased success of the speech and debate program at Pueblo
South High School.
- Future Business Leaders of America: $1,000 to fund the
program and prepare students for their futures through
leadership and educational opportunities, competitions, and
travel.
- Environmental Club: $5,500 to support a garden for the middle
and high school students to grow fruits, vegetables, and other
plants.
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"I have learned how to work with people I do not know to achieve a
very important goal and make a signi cant difference within my school.”
- 2022 Participant

GRANT WINNERS
Sheridan School District
- Goody Bags for Kids: $2,000 to provide goody bags to children
-

at a local elementary school.
Community Garden: $2,000 to expand and improve the school’s
gardening layout and community.
Care Packages for People Experiencing Homelessness: $2,440 to
create care packages for people experiencing homelessness in
the community.
Activity Bags for Kids: $500 for education enrichment packages
for elementary aged kids.
Basic Necessities for People Experiencing Homelessness: $1,500
for care packages with basic necessities like socks, masks, and
toothbrushes for people experiencing homelessness.
Ceremonies for new 3rd & 6th Graders: $1,560 to hold
ceremonies to celebrate the academic achievements of district
students moving into 3rd and 6th grade.

Weld County School District RE-1
- Free Little Library: $500 to build a Free Little Library for adults
and students to exchange books.
- LULAC Day Regional Retreat: $4,500 to host a League of United
Latin American Citizens Day Regional Retreat and to take
students to Colorado Youth Outdoors events.
- Student Council Events: $5,000 to host guest speakers and
assemblies about overcoming social, emotional, and mental
challenges.

STUDENT IMPACT

EMPOWERMENT

COMMUNITY

LEADERSHIP

100% of participants
said Youth Council
improved their ability
to identify an issue
and take action.

Students granted
$69,100 to
student-led
projects across
Colorado.

100% of participants
said they would be
more likely to take on
a leadership role
because of YC.

KNOWLEDGE

EMPATHY

LIFE SKILLS

100% of participants
gained knowledge in
Youth Council
curriculum topics.

100% of participants
said Youth Council
improved their
empathy skills.

98% of participants
reported
improvement in
non-cognitive skills.
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“The Youth Council helped me become even more con dent in my
leadership abilities and allowed me to represent my community.”
- 2022 Participant

PARTNERSHIP

The Youth Council program is a joint project between
YouthRoots, the Colorado Education Initiative, and Caring for
Colorado Foundation’s Youth Connections project. The Youth
Connections Youth Council uses the YouthRoots curriculum to
teach Colorado teens how to change the world through
philanthropy and gain valuable leadership skills. Together, they
are cultivating the next generation of Colorado leaders and
change-makers.
Learn more at:
www.caringforcolorado.org
www.coloradoedinitiative.org
www.youthroots.org
“The Youth Council made an impact in my life by giving me
opportunities to connect with my peers and allowed me to look more
in-depth [at] my school’s needs and how those needs could be met
through the students and student organizations.”
- 2022 Participant

