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YouthRoots is a youth-led foundation for young people to support causes they care about. During the program, they 
conduct a community needs assessment, fundraise for those issues, and then grant 100% of what they raise to 
chosen nonprofits meeting the needs.  Since being founded in 2010, YouthRoots participants have raised and granted 
over $255,000 to community nonprofits benefiting at-risk youth.

YouthCharge

WHAT IS YOUTHROOTS?

YOUTHCHARGE BOARDS
YouthCharge is an entirely virtual program for high school and college students. Boards are formed around an 
umbrella issue area, and participants choose specific needs under that umbrella. There are currently 3 YouthCharge 
boards focused on the following issues: Race/Equity, Mental Health, & LGBTQ+ youth.

UNLEASHING THE POWER OF YOUTH TO CHANGE THE WORLD!

OVERVIEW
Please see the attached pages for issue-specific Requests for Proposals. Applications should be submitted online, and 
organizations may apply for funding from multiple boards through the same application. Youth participants make all 
decisions regarding grants awarded. Grant sizes typically range from $1,000-$5,000. Contact info@youthroots.org 
with any questions.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe2tf0t1NBLA_YXG3gHS2V1OWFf2HiECXkGdI1YCrpW9mwUnA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe2tf0t1NBLA_YXG3gHS2V1OWFf2HiECXkGdI1YCrpW9mwUnA/viewform
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Request for proposals  Race/Equity

The YouthCharge Race/Equity Board is now accepting grant proposals from registered 501(c)3 tax-exempt 
youth-serving organizations that meet at least one of the following needs in the Denver community:

ADDRESSING RACIAL DISCRIMINATION IN SCHOOLS 
There is a lack of accountability towards people who are discriminatory in schools. When black students and 
white students commit similar infractions, black students are suspended and expelled three times more often 
than white students. We want to fund organizations that recognize and address racial discrimination in schools 
and hold schools accountable. 

SCHOOL-TO-PRISON PIPELINE 
The presence of police/School Resource Officers (SROs) at schools has created a dangerous and 
uncomfortable environment, especially for students of color. Funding for SROs and law enforcement in schools 
is deep-rooted in racist laws, where funding for SROs gained popularity during the desegregation era. There is 
an increased presence of SROs in schools with more students of color. SROs contribute very little to the 
discipline of students and are ill-equipped. Last year in Colorado, 200,000 students were ticketed in schools, 
which is a likely undercounted number. Of those ticketed, 6,000 students were arrested at schools and 25% of 
those arrests were for low offenses and charges. SROs do little for the educational environment while 
targeting students of color. 

ACCESS TO AP AND IB TESTS FOR STUDENTS IN NEED 
There is a significant lack of diversity in AP and IB courses. The large fees associated with taking these tests 
every year limit students in need from taking these courses. Only 33.3% of Hispanic students and 20% of black 
students took any AP test in 2013. We believe that the ability to raise the money to cover these fees for 
students in need will boost diversity in AP and IB classes while also enabling students in need to take tests 
they otherwise could not.

Geographic Restrictions: We will accept grant applications from organizations that help youth in Denver. 
(Please note that each YouthCharge Board has different funding priorities and geographic restrictions. Nonprofits 
should review all YouthRoots Requests for Proposals to find the best fit.)

Other notes: Applications targeting the Denver Public School system are preferred but not required.

Make Change Take Root,

YouthCharge Race/Equity Board

http://www.youthroots.org
http://www.youthroots.org
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Request for proposals  LGTBQ+

The YouthCharge LGBTQ+ Board is now accepting grant proposals from registered 501(c)3 tax-
exempt youth-serving organizations that meet at least one of the following needs in Colorado:

EQUAL TREATMENT OF LGBTQ+ YOUTH 

Many people in the LGBTQ+ community experience discrimination in their everyday lives, including 
in the workplace, schools, and businesses. LGBTQ+ youth are often bullied in schools and online 
because of how they identify. This is a pressing matter that needs to be addressed because LGBTQ+ 
youth deserve to be treated equally and fairly in society.

HEALTH CARE EQUALITY 

Lack of health care equality is a huge problem in the LGBTQ+ community. Some health care 
providers will not treat LGBTQ+ youth the same as other youth or will even refuse to provide 
treatment. Specifically, transgendered people are often denied health care or do not receive proper 
health care, especially when compared to non-transgendered people. It is also extremely difficult for 
LGBTQ+ youth to access the care they need because it can be very expensive. This is a very 
important issue because health care is a basic human right that everyone should have access to.

MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES 

Mental health issues are a universal struggle in today’s society and are especially amplified in the 
LGBTQ+ community. Mental health resources for LGBTQ+ youth are often inadequate or don't 
sufficiently address the particular struggles of LGBTQ+ youth. It is extremely important for LGBTQ+ 
youth to have access to the right resources to improve their mental health.

Geographic Restrictions: We will accept grant applications from organizations that help youth in 
Colorado. (Please note that each YouthCharge Board has different funding priorities and geographic 
restrictions. Nonprofits should review all YouthRoots Requests for Proposals to find the best fit.)

Make Change Take Root,

YouthCharge LGBTQ+ Board

http://www.youthroots.org
http://www.youthroots.org
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Request for proposals  Mental Health

The YouthCharge Mental Health Board is now accepting grant proposals from registered 501(c)3 tax-
exempt youth-serving organizations that meet at least one of the following needs in Colorado:

AWARENESS OF MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES IN SCHOOLS 

We believe that awareness of mental health issues needs to be increased in Colorado schools. 
Without knowing about different mental health issues, youth are left to cope with their struggles on 
their own, regardless of if there are resources to assist them. With an increase in mental health 
awareness in schools, youth will lead happier and healthier lives.

SUPPORT FOR AND EDUCATION OF YOUTH ANXIETY 

A majority of the youth surveyed in our community needs survey believe anxiety is the highest 
priority mental health issue. According to the CDC, over 10% of youth aged 12 - 17 have diagnosed 
anxiety. Anxiety can also include issues such as panic attacks, OCD, and PTSD, making it an extremely 
pressing issue for youth. We believe that giving more support to youth suffering from anxiety and 
spreading awareness of the issue will help our communities.

SUPPORT FOR AND EDUCATION OF YOUTH DEPRESSION 

Depression is a very prominent issue for youth and was ranked the second highest priority on our 
community needs survey. According to Mental Health America, almost 10% of US youth have severe 
major depression. These statistics demonstrate the need for support and education around youth 
depression. 

Geographic Restrictions: We will accept grant applications from organizations that help youth in 
Colorado. (Please note that each YouthCharge Board has different funding priorities and geographic 
restrictions. Nonprofits should review all YouthRoots Requests for Proposals to find the best fit.)

Other notes: We are particularly interested in funding organizations that work with high school aged 
youth (ages 13-18). 

Make Change Take Root,

YouthCharge Mental Health Board

http://www.youthroots.org
http://www.youthroots.org
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Request for proposals  Application Process

• Organizations that serve 
youth and are a 501(c)(3) (or 
have a qualifying fiscal 
sponsor) are eligible to apply.  
Youth are defined as persons 
0 -18 years old, unless 
otherwise obvious in funding 
priorities description. 
Individuals are not 
considered. 

• Grants must ultimately serve 
the community the granting 
YouthCharge board indicated 
in their RFP.

• Grants are restricted to one 
year. Requests for more than 
one year of funding will not 
be considered.

• The applicant must use the 
grant funds only for the 
purposes for which the grant 
was made. 

• Applicant acknowledges that 
YouthRoots has the authority 
to withhold and/or recover 
grant funds in case such funds 
are, or appear to be, misused. 

• Individuals and organizations 
supporting political 
candidates are ineligible to 
apply.  

The Rules
April 28, 2021 - Due Date 

Please complete the online YouthCharge Grant Application by April 
28, 2021 (please indicate on application if you’re applying for funds from 
more than one YouthCharge board).

May 12, 2021 - Grant Finalists Notified 

You will be notified if you are a finalist by May 12, 2021.

May 17-18, 2021 - Finalist Presentation Date/s 
If you are chosen as a finalist, you have the option to present via 
Google Meet on the date/s below. Presentations should be about 10 
minutes, given anytime between 6:00-7:00p MT, and should be a brief 
summary of your organization and program, with time left for a Q&A 
at the end. You are not required to do a finalist presentation, and 
decisions will not be affected if you are unable to give a presentation.
May 17: LGBTQ+ & Mental Health Boards
May 18: Race/Equity Board

June 4, 2021 - Announcement Date  

You will be notified of the YouthBoard’s final decision by this date.

June 2021 - Checks Sent 

Checks will be mailed to winning organizations in June. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe2tf0t1NBLA_YXG3gHS2V1OWFf2HiECXkGdI1YCrpW9mwUnA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe2tf0t1NBLA_YXG3gHS2V1OWFf2HiECXkGdI1YCrpW9mwUnA/viewform

