
VIRTUAL PROGRAM

2021

GRANT & IMPACT 
R E  P O R  T

R A C E / E Q U I T Y  ( B )

YOUTHCHARGE



The YouthCharge program empowers teens to tackle the 

biggest issues facing youth and children in their 

communities. The program is entirely virtual and 100% student-

led. 6 youth from across the Denver/Boulder area joined the 

Race/Equity B YouthCharge board this year. They completed a 

community needs assessment on the most pressing issues 
facing youth in Denver, raised awareness of  the issues within 

the community, and fundraised over $2,000 for local nonprofit 

organizations benefitting Denver area youth. 

INTRODUCTION

THE PROGRAM

YouthCharge uses philanthropy and leadership to teach teens 

how to change the world. 

Youth dive deep to find 
the most pressing issues 

facing children and 
youth in their 
communities.

NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Youth meet with 
community members to 
raise awareness about 

and funding for the 
biggest issues.

Grant Making

Youth decide which 
nonprofits are doing the 

best at meeting the needs 
and give away 100% of 

the funds raised.

FUNDRAISING



PARTICIPANTS

Mateo Brown 

Janeth Garcia 
Nicole Mukooba 

Emily Nguyen 
Conor Smith 

Selihom Yosief 

FUNDING PRIORITIES

Educational Equity 
Lack of  access to quality education can significantly hinder student 
outcomes. Matriculation into college or university, as well as career-
prospects, seriously dwindle as a result of  educational inequity. Further, 
the resources students are given in middle/high-school have a large 
impact on the tools they have to succeed in the future. 

Health Disparities 
Limited access to health care is an ongoing issue that impacts students 
directly or indirectly. We cannot expect kids to go to school if  they or a 
loved one are unable to receive necessary health care. In addition, lack of  
health care can negatively impact a student’s quality of  life. 

Mass Incarceration 
Felony imprisonment is often a result of  issues such as racial profiling or 
the school-to-prison pipeline and can hinder the ability for youth to feel 
as if  they belong to today's rapidly-evolving society. Imprisonment also 
prevents people from finding adequate jobs and housing upon release. 

Mental Health 
Mental health significantly impacts an individual's daily life and plays a role 
in how they perform academically or how they interact with other 
people. In addition, mental health can exacerbate our other issue areas.



FUNDRAISING

The Race/Equity B board created a fundraising plan to 
raise as much money as possible to support their chosen 
priorities. They met with local business, community, and 
nonprofit leaders from across the Denver/Boulder area 
to talk about their funding priorities and ask community 
leaders to invest in their work.

Thank you to our donors!

Interested in volunteering?  
Contact info@youthroots.org

Raised: $2,158

Lauren Czajka 

Christine Ledgerwood 
Conor Smith 

Chadwick Smith 

K Sullivan 

Brian Trujillo 

Anonymous (7)
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GRANT WINNERS

The following organizations were awarded grants based on 
their ability to meet the funding priorities of  the Race/Equity B 
YouthCharge Board:

The Greenway Foundation - $1,619 
The Greenway Foundation (TGF) transcends cultural, political, 
geographic, and disciplinary boundaries, focusing on opportunities 
and initiatives that bind our communities together, the most vital of  
which is water. Historically, youth of  color living in urban spaces 
have received relatively little attention in environmental education. 
TGF’s SPREE River Rangers program works to combat this by 
engaging youth from communities underrepresented in the fields of  
environmental education and natural resources. River Rangers gain 
professional development opportunities that explore jobs/
professions within environmental & natural resource fields, and they 
spend many days along Denver’s urban waterways, participating in 
stewardship projects and building a connection to nature.

Period Kits - $539 
Period Kits believes no one should have to choose between food 
and tampons. They provide kits with a 90-day supply of  period 
products to those experiencing homelessness, unstable housing, 
and extreme poverty. Although Denver is home to a number of  
homeless shelters, many do not provide hygiene kits and – if  they 
do – feminine products are not included. Their signature “period 
kits” seek to cover a woman through at least 3 periods and include 
an assortment of  tampons, liners, underwear, and feminine wipes 
that are discreetly distributed in sling backpacks.



STUDENT IMPACT

100% of  participants 
said they would be 

more likely to take a 
leadership role because 

of  YouthCharge.

Participants increased 
their knowledge of  

YouthCharge 
curriculum topics 97% 

of  the time.

COMMUNITYEMPOWERMENT

KNOWLEDGE

LEADERSHIP

LIFE SKILLS

Students raised 
awareness and 
funding (over 
$2,100) for 

pressing issues.

100% of  participants 
said YouthCharge 

improved their ability 
to identify an issue 

and take action.

“[YouthCharge] helped solidify the fact that I want to get involved in the 
nonprofit space in the future.” - 2020 Participant

EMPATHY
100% of  participants 

said YouthCharge 
increased their ability 

to empathize with 
others.

Participants showed 
significant 

improvement in non-
cognitive skills 90% the 

time.



LEARN MORE!

YouthRoots created the YouthCharge program in the fall of  
2020 in response to the lack of  virtual community-change 
opportunities available for youth. The program is completely 
virtual and 100% participant-led - participants are entirely 
accountable to each other throughout the program.  

If  you would like to learn more about the YouthCharge 
program, please visit: www.youthroots.org/youthcharge or 
email info@youthroots.org. 

Applications for the YouthCharge program are open to all 
youth ages 14-21. If  you have a young person in your life who 
would enjoy this program, please feel free to share this 
opportunity with them!

“[YouthCharge] taught me essential skills I did not know I needed until I 
was learning them. I would think to myself, ‘why did I not know this 

before?’ And, ‘how can I share this with others that would also react the 
same?’ So not only did it impact me by developing skills about needs in 
my community, but it also impacted the people around me as I was able 

to inform them on what I learned and pass it on.” - 2020 Participant
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