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INTRODUCTION
The YouthCharge program empowers teens to tackle the
biggest issues facing youth and children in their
communities. The program is entirely virtual and 100% studentled. 5 youth from across the Denver/Boulder area joined the
Race/Equity A YouthCharge board this year. They completed a
community needs assessment of the most pressing issues facing
youth in Colorado, raised awareness of the issues within the
community, and fundraised over $4,400 for local nonprofit
organizations benefitting Colorado youth.

THE PROGRAM
YouthCharge uses philanthropy and leadership to teach teens
how to change the world.

NEEDS ASSESSMENT

FUNDRAISING

Grant Making

Youth dive deep to find
the most pressing issues
facing children and
youth in their
communities.

Youth meet with
community members to
raise awareness about
and funding for the
biggest issues.

Youth decide which
nonprofits are doing the
best at meeting the needs
and give away 100% of
the funds raised.

PARTICIPANTS
Akshita Kakumanu
Hailey Kara
Carly Milliken
Willow Tyler
Nandhana Vivek
Maria Alsubhi (guide)

FUNDING PRIORITIES
Racial Equity and Justice for the Black & African American
Communities
Recent events throughout the United States, including in Colorado, have
exhibited racial and ethnic injustices, particularly against the black and
African American communities. Recent examples of police brutality have
led to growing unrest and desire for change. The Black Lives Matter
movement gained global attention with between 15 and 26 million
participants, making it the largest movement in modern US history. Elijah
McClain's murder in Aurora, Colorado has brought to light the fact that
racial inequities happen everywhere, even within our own communities.

Racial & Ethnic Disparities in Education
It’s easy to assume a person’s underperformance might be because of
their intelligence, culture, or a lack of eﬀort. However, it can often be a
function of their unequal access to key educational resources. According
to EdBuild, government funding to schools in the non-white sector is $23
billion lower than funding to majority white schools, causing an unequal
distribution of resources and skilled teachers. Students may be forced to
sacrifice their educational success simply because they can not aﬀord
expensive study materials. Students of diﬀerent ethnicities and races may
also face discrimination from their teachers and classmates because of
the way that they look and their beliefs. This in turn can deeply aﬀect
their mental health and cause them to underperform or feel discouraged.

FUNDRAISING
The Race/Equity A board created a fundraising plan to
raise as much money as possible to support their chosen
priorities. They met with local business, community, and
nonprofit leaders from across the Denver/Boulder area
to talk about their funding priorities and ask community
leaders to invest in their work.

Raised: $4,470
Thank you to our donors!
Krissy Alberti
Maria Alsubhi
Lauren Czajka
Grant Garstka
Janet King
Anne Klaus
Elizabeth LaJoie
The Millken Family
Vivek Ramaswami

Andrew & Ashley Ramunno
Roja Ranganathan
Irene and Jeﬀrey Rosenbloom
Amber Shearer & Matt
Aufdemberge
Niketna Vivek
Whole Foods
Marva Zima
Anonymous (8)

Interested in volunteering?
Contact info@youthroots.org

GRANT WINNER
The following organization was awarded a grant based on their
ability to meet the funding priorities of the Race/Equity A
YouthCharge Board:

GRASP (Gang Rescue and Support Project) $4,470
GRASP is a peer-run intervention program that works with youth
who are at-risk of gang involvement or are presently active in gangs,
helps families of gang victims, and serves as a youth advocate. They
promote a safe and growth-oriented environment where at-risk
youth develop and flourish through friendship and commitment,
mentoring and role modeling, education and guidance, and family
support. GRASP provides mentoring/support services to at-risk
youth who are struggling with problems in school or at home, a
history of substance abuse issues in their families, their involvement
in the juvenile justice system, or parent incarceration. Their referrals
come from concerned agencies such as school districts, social
service departments, or mental health agencies.

“[YouthCharge] helped me to get out and actually make a change.”
- 2020 Participant

STUDENT IMPACT

EMPOWERMENT

COMMUNITY

LEADERSHIP

100% of participants
said YouthCharge
improved their ability
to identify an issue
and take action.

Students raised
awareness and
funding (over
$1,600) for
pressing issues.

100% of participants
said they would be
more likely to take a
leadership role because
of YouthCharge.

KNOWLEDGE

EMPATHY

LIFE SKILLS

Participants increased
their knowledge of
YouthCharge
curriculum topics
100% of the time.

100% of participants
Participants showed
said YouthCharge
significant
increased their ability improvement in nonto empathize with
cognitive skills 83% the
others.
time.

“I was able to step out of my comfort zone and grow as a person.”
- 2020 Participant

LEARN MORE!
YouthRoots created the YouthCharge program in the fall of
2020 in response to the lack of virtual community-change
opportunities available for youth. The program is completely
virtual and 100% participant-led - participants are entirely
accountable to each other throughout the program.
If you would like to learn more about the YouthCharge
program, please visit: www.youthroots.org/youthcharge or
email info@youthroots.org.
Applications for the YouthCharge program are open to all
youth ages 14-21. If you have a young person in your life who
would enjoy this program, please feel free to share this
opportunity with them!

“I feel so much more confident in being a leader and stepping into a
position to take action.” - 2020 Participant

