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INTRODUCTION
The YouthCharge program empowers teens to tackle the
biggest issues facing youth and children in their
communities. The program is entirely virtual and 100% studentled. 9 youth from across the Denver/Boulder area joined the
Immigrants/Refugees YouthCharge board this year. They
completed a community needs assessment on the most
pressing issues facing youth in Colorado, raised awareness of
the issues within the community, and fundraised over $2,600
for local nonprofit organizations benefitting Colorado youth.

THE PROGRAM
YouthCharge uses philanthropy and leadership to teach teens
how to change the world.

NEEDS ASSESSMENT

FUNDRAISING

Grant Making

Youth dive deep to find
the most pressing issues
facing children and
youth in their
communities.

Youth meet with
community members to
raise awareness about
and funding for the
biggest issues.

Youth decide which
nonprofits are doing the
best at meeting the needs
and give away 100% of
the funds raised.

PARTICIPANTS
Sanjita Balaji
Brendan Church
Lili Hurd
Sherry Jiang
Tej Mathur

Anjana Radha
Amrita Saini
Bhavya Surapaneni
Ava Ward
Jeremy Katz (Guide)

FUNDING PRIORITIES
Support for Dreamers (DACA recipients)
We want to make sure that Dreamers aren't deported from the United States
and are able to gain permanent status. The majority of these diverse,
hardworking individuals - living out the American Dream - have resided in the
US nearly all of their lives. It's important for Dreamers to have a sense of
recognition and acceptance and not feel ostracized because they weren't born
within the borders of United States. Dreamers should know that they are
valued and have a place here, and we need to make sure that this isn't stripped
from them.

Support During the Legal Immigration Process
The US immigration process is lengthy and complicated, and it hinders many
people from obtaining lawful status. This process can be intimidating to many
attempting to immigrate to the United States, so it is important to raise
awareness about immigration and immigration policy. Immigrants bring diversity
to America and are the backbone of the American economy, so it’s important
that we help people through the immigration process.

Resources for Undocumented Immigrants and Refugees
The United States fails to provide resources to undocumented immigrants and
refugees, and it is very important to ensure that everyone’s basic needs are
being met regardless of legal status. Undocumented immigrants already have so
much on their plates - from legal issues to personal struggles - and they should
not have to worry about having access to basic needs and resources for their
wellbeing.

FUNDRAISING
The Immigrants/Refugees board created a fundraising
plan to raise as much money as possible to support their
chosen priorities. They met with local business,
community, and nonprofit leaders from across the
Denver/Boulder area to talk about their funding priorities
and ask community leaders to invest in their work.

Raised: $2,618
Thank you to our donors!
African Community Center
Ann Anderson
Kelli Baldwin
Brian Beard
Lacey Books
Charmaine Brown
Brendan Church
Lauren Czajka
Matt Dodge
Patricia Doyle
ID Tech
Jeremy Katz

Rebecca Luna
Ravindra Mathur
Lauren Palek
Krisztina Rapolti
Heather Reeder
Eileen Robinson
Saini
Dana Starbuck
Lauren Steavpack
Balaji Sundararajan
Bhavya Surapaneni
Anonymous (4)

Interested in volunteering?
Contact info@youthroots.org

GRANT WINNERS
The following organizations were awarded grants based on
their ability to meet the funding priorities of the Immigrants/
Refugees YouthCharge Board:

Muslim Youth Positive Impact - $1,571
Founded in 2018, MYPI is a grassroots non-profit organization,
empowering youth with the Islamic identity and principles to make a
positive impact on their communities, environment and
relationships that promote responsible citizenship and stewardship.
MYPI builds bridges between youth and community leaders with
the goal of empowering youth to achieve individual success and
realize a better tomorrow.

Rocky Mountain Immigrant Advocacy Network $1,047
RMIAN is a nonprofit organization that serves low-income men,
women, and children in immigration proceedings. RMIAN
promotes knowledge of legal rights, provides eﬀective
representation to ensure due process, works to improve detention
conditions, and promotes a more humane immigration system,
including alternatives to detention. RMIAN provides free and
culturally relevant immigration legal services to adults in civil
immigration detention and children and families in immigration
proceedings throughout Colorado through key programs.

STUDENT IMPACT

EMPOWERMENT

COMMUNITY

LEADERSHIP

100% of participants
said YouthCharge
improved their ability
to identify an issue
and take action.

Students raised
awareness and
funding (over
$2,600) for
pressing issues.

100% of participants
said they would be
more likely to take a
leadership role because
of YouthCharge.

KNOWLEDGE

EMPATHY

LIFE SKILLS

Participants increased 100% of participants
their knowledge of
said YouthCharge
YouthCharge
increased their ability
curriculum topics
to empathize with
100% of the time.
others.

Participants showed
improvement in noncognitive skills 100%
the time.

“[YouthCharge] made me more aware of the issues going on in our
community. I also met a lot of amazing people and learned many skills
such as building my confidence and improving my communication skills.”
- 2020 participant
“I feel like if I wanted to make an impact on society,YouthCharge has
given me the tools to do so.” - 2020 participant

LEARN MORE!
YouthRoots created the YouthCharge program in the fall of
2020 after noticing the lack of virtual community-change
opportunities available for youth. The program is completely
virtual and 100% participant-led, meaning participants are
entirely accountable to each other throughout the program.
If you would like to learn more about the YouthCharge
program, please visit: www.youthroots.org/youthcharge or
email info@youthroots.org.
Applications for the YouthCharge program are open to all
youth ages 14-21. If you have a young person in your life who
would enjoy this program, please feel free to share this
opportunity with them!

“It only takes one call, one email, one conversation to create change.”
- 2020 participant

