
VIRTUAL PROGRAM

FALL 2020

GRANT & IMPACT 
R E  P O R  T

YOUTHCHARGE



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

COHORT SUMMARY 

5 $12,602

8 736
VIRTUAL BOARDS RAISED

AT-RISK YOUTH IMPACTED
NONPROFIT 
RECIPIENTS

The YouthCharge program empowers teens to tackle the 
biggest issues facing youth and children in their 

communities. The program is entirely virtual and 100% student-

led. 37 youth from across the Denver/Boulder area joined 5 

YouthCharge boards in fall 2020. They each completed a 

community needs assessment of  the most pressing issues facing 

youth in Colorado, raised awareness of  the issues within the 
community, and fundraised over $12,600 for local nonprofit 

organizations benefitting Colorado youth. 



THE PROGRAM

THE BOARDS

YouthCharge uses philanthropy and leadership to teach teens 

how to change the world. 

Youth dive deep to find 
the most pressing issues 

facing children and 
youth in their 
communities.

NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Youth meet with 
community members to 
raise awareness about 

and funding for the 
biggest issues.

Grant Making

Youth decide which 
nonprofits are doing the 

best at meeting the needs 
and give away 100% of 

the funds raised.

FUNDRAISING

YouthCharge boards are formed around an umbrella issue area, 
and participants choose specific needs under that umbrella. The 

5 issue-specific boards were: 

Education 

Immigrants/Refugees 

Mental Health 

Race/Equity (A) 

Race/Equity (B) 



EDUCATION BOARD

GRANT WINNER

Funding Priorities: 

Tech Equitability 

Quality of  Education during the Pandemic 

Access to Support Outside of  School

Raised: $1,129

Florence Crittenton Services of Colorado - $1,129 
Florence Crittenton Services (“FloCrit”) is a Denver nonprofit with 
the mission to educate, prepare, and empower teen mothers and 
their children. They break the cycle of  poverty for two generations 
– teen mother and child – through education, health and wellness, 
and economic and social asset building. Their trauma-informed, 
two-generation service model more than doubles the national high 
school graduation rate of  teen mothers and ensures that their 
children are kindergarten-ready.

“YouthCharge helped me realize the potential that youth have and this 
gave me the inspiration to impact and inspire others to do things like 

this. I will always remember this.” - 2020 Participant



IMMIGRANTS/REFUGEES BOARD

GRANT WINNERS

Funding Priorities: 

Support for Dreamers (DACA recipients) 

Support During the Legal Immigration Process 

Resources for Undocumented Immigrants and Refugees

Raised: $2,618

Muslim Youth Positive Impact - $1,571 
Founded in 2018, MYPI is a grassroots non-profit organization, 
empowering youth with the Islamic identity and principles to make a 
positive impact on their communities, environment and 
relationships that promote responsible citizenship and stewardship.

Rocky Mountain Immigrant Advocacy Network - 
$1,047 
RMIAN is a nonprofit organization that serves low-income men, 
women, and children in immigration proceedings. RMIAN provides 
free and culturally relevant immigration legal services to adults in 
civil immigration detention and children and families in immigration 
proceedings throughout Colorado through key programs.



MENTAL HEALTH BOARD

GRANT WINNERS

Funding Priorities: 

Increase accessible transportation for mental health services 

Increase access to mental health services for LGBTQ+ youth 

Increase mental health services in middle and high schools

Raised: $2,226

Joy As Resistance - $1,336 
Joy as Resistance is a mobile mental health and wellness center for 
LGBTQ+ youth aged 5-24. They provide counseling services, 
school/nonprofit partnership, and holistic wellness programming 
(financial literacy, inclusive sex ed, and intergenerational 
connections).

Second Wind Fund - $890 
Second Wind Fund was founded in 2002, and the founders were 
motivated by the belief  that the tragedy of  a young person 
choosing to take their own life can be prevented. Second Wind 
Fund was founded with a simple mission: to decrease the incidence 
of  suicide in children and youth by removing the financial and social 
barriers to treatment. 



RACE/EQUITY (A) BOARD

GRANT WINNER

Funding Priorities: 

Racial Equity and Justice for the Black & African American 

Communities 

Racial & Ethnic Disparities in Education

Raised: $4,470

GRASP (Gang Rescue and Support Project) - 
$4,470 
GRASP is a peer-run intervention program that works with youth 
who are at-risk of  gang involvement or are presently active in gangs, 
helps families of  gang victims, and serves as a youth advocate. They 
promote a safe and growth-oriented environment where at-risk 
youth develop and flourish through friendship and commitment, 
mentoring and role modeling, education and guidance, and family 
support. GRASP provides mentoring/support services to at-risk 
youth who are struggling with problems in school or at home, a 
history of  substance abuse issues in their families, their involvement 
in the juvenile justice system, or parent incarceration. Their referrals 
come from concerned agencies such as school districts, social 
service departments, or mental health agencies.



RACE/EQUITY (B) BOARD

GRANT WINNERS

Funding Priorities: 
Educational Equity 

Health Disparities 

Mass Incarceration 

Mental Health

Raised: $2,158

The Greenway Foundation - $1,619 
The Greenway Foundation (TGF) transcends cultural, political, 
geographic, and disciplinary boundaries, focusing on opportunities 
and initiatives that bind our communities together, the most vital of  
which is water. Historically, youth of  color living in urban spaces 
have received relatively little attention in environmental education. 
TGF’s SPREE River Rangers program works to combat this by 
engaging youth from communities underrepresented in the fields of  
environmental education and natural resources.

Period Kits - $539 
Period Kits believes no one should have to choose between food 
and tampons. They provide kits with a 90-day supply of  period 
products to those experiencing homelessness, unstable housing, 
and extreme poverty.



STUDENT IMPACT

100% of  participants 
said they would be 

more likely to take a 
leadership role because 

of  YouthCharge.

Participants increased 
their knowledge of  

YouthCharge 
curriculum topics 94% 

of  the time. 

COMMUNITYEMPOWERMENT

KNOWLEDGE

LEADERSHIP

LIFE SKILLS

Students raised 
awareness and 
funding (over 
$12,600) for 

pressing issues.

100% of  participants 
said YouthCharge 

improved their ability 
to identify an issue 

and take action.

EMPATHY
100% of  participants 

said YouthCharge 
increased their ability 

to empathize with 
others.

YouthCharge 
participants showed 
improvement in non-

cognitive skills 98% the 
time.

“It only takes one call, one email, one conversation to create change.” 
- 2020 participant



LEARN MORE!

YouthRoots created the YouthCharge program in the fall of  
2020 in response to the lack of  virtual community-change 
opportunities available for youth. The program is completely 
virtual and 100% participant-led - participants are entirely 
accountable to each other throughout the program.  

If  you would like to learn more about the YouthCharge 
program, please visit: www.youthroots.org/youthcharge or 
email info@youthroots.org. 

Applications for the YouthCharge program are open to all 
youth ages 14-21. If  you have a young person in your life who 
would enjoy this program, please feel free to share this 
opportunity with them!

“YouthCharge has really helped me learn to trust myself and believe in 
my strengths. I don't think I would have as much confidence and 

leadership [skills] as I do now without all the experiences I had through 
this program.” - 2020 Participant
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