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The YouthCharge program empowers teens to tackle the 

biggest issues facing youth and children in their 

communities. The program is entirely virtual and 100% student-

led. 8 youth from across the Denver/Boulder area joined the 

Education YouthCharge board this year. They completed a 

community needs assessment on the most pressing issues 
facing youth in Colorado, raised awareness of  the issues within 

the community, and fundraised over $1,100 for local nonprofit 

organizations benefitting Colorado youth. 

INTRODUCTION

THE PROGRAM

YouthCharge uses philanthropy and leadership to teach teens 

how to change the world. 

Youth dive deep to find 
the most pressing 

issues facing children 
and youth in their 

communities.

NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Youth meet with 
community members to 
raise awareness about 

and funding for the 
biggest issues.

Grant Making

Youth decide which 
nonprofits are doing the 

best at meeting the needs 
and give away 100% of 

the funds raised.

FUNDRAISING



PARTICIPANTS

Rachel Blaine 

JP Kerrane 
Molly Malek 

Grace Monteith 

Sidd Nareddy 

Arthur Street 
Maya Vendhan 

Grant Webster 

FUNDING PRIORITIES

Tech Equitability 
Over 65,000 students in the United States do not have internet access at 
home, and only 46% of  eighth grade students scored at or above 
proficiency for computer skills. Community members in Colorado have 
highlighted a serious tech equitability gap for Colorado middle and high 
school students. During the pandemic, this issue has been exacerbated 
through the necessity of  personal devices and high speed internet access.  

Quality of  Education during the Pandemic 
Pre-existing achievement gaps are prevalent in Colorado's education 
system for students. Low-income, Black, and Hispanic students face 
10-12 months of  missed learning time in distance learning compared to a 
6 month loss for their white and/or higher income peers. Students from 
lower socioeconomic households face barriers to a quality education that 
their peers from higher socioeconomic households do not, and these 
barriers are exacerbated by the unique challenges brought on by the 
pandemic. 

Access to Support Outside of  School 
Colorado students’ much-needed access to support during this time is 
very inequitable. The current national average of  student to counselor 
ratio is 430-1, making it difficult for in-school counselors to provide 
quality emotional and academic support to all their students. To address 
this problem, we would like to fund organizations that provide emotional 
and/or academic support to students outside of  school. 



FUNDRAISING

The Education board created a fundraising plan to raise 
as much money as possible to support their chosen 
priorities. They met with local business, community, 
and nonprofit leaders from across the Denver/Boulder 
area to talk about their funding priorities and ask 
community leaders to invest in their work.

Thank you to our donors!

Interested in volunteering?  
Contact info@youthroots.org

Raised: $1,129

Suzanne and Gerry Boxer-

Gassman 
Charcoal Bistro 

Chipotle 

Lauren Czajka 

Ellen & Anna 

JP Kerrane 

Julie and Rick Kornfeld 

Mod Market 

Manju Nareddy 
Dena and Frank Schneider 

Susan and Don 

Azhi Vendhan 

Suja Vendhan 

Anonymous (2) 

mailto:info@youthroots.org
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GRANT WINNER

The following organization was awarded a grant based on their 
ability to meet the funding priorities of  the Education 
YouthCharge Board:

Florence Crittenton Services of Colorado - $1,129 
Florence Crittenton Services (“FloCrit”) is a Denver nonprofit with 
the mission to educate, prepare, and empower teen mothers and 
their children. They break the cycle of  poverty for two generations 
– teen mother and child – through education, health and wellness, 
and economic and social asset building. Their trauma-informed, 
two-generation service model more than doubles the national high 
school graduation rate of  teen mothers and ensures that their 
children are kindergarten-ready.

“YouthCharge helped me learn how to manage my time and work well 
with my group effectively. I was able to make connections with my team 

members and take action to solve issues that we think are the most 
prominent regarding education in Colorado.” - 2020 Participant



STUDENT IMPACT

100% of  participants 
said they would be 

more likely to take a 
leadership role because 

of  YouthCharge.

Participants increased 
their knowledge of  

YouthCharge 
curriculum topics 98% 

of  the time.

COMMUNITYEMPOWERMENT

KNOWLEDGE

LEADERSHIP

LIFE SKILLS

Students raised 
awareness and 
funding (over 
$1,100) for 

pressing issues.

100% of  participants 
said YouthCharge 

improved their ability 
to identify an issue 

and take action.

“[YouthCharge] taught me a lot of really valuable skills like how to 
effectively work in a team and divide tasks up in order to fulfill a goal.” 

- 2020 Participant

EMPATHY
100% of  participants 

said YouthCharge 
increased their ability 

to empathize with 
others.

Participants showed 
improvement in non-
cognitive skills 100% 

the time. 



LEARN MORE!

YouthRoots created the YouthCharge program in the fall of  
2020 in response to the lack of  virtual community-change 
opportunities available for youth. The program is completely 
virtual and 100% participant-led - participants are entirely 
accountable to each other throughout the program.  

If  you would like to learn more about the YouthCharge 
program, please visit: www.youthroots.org/youthcharge or 
email info@youthroots.org. 

Applications for the YouthCharge program are open to all 
youth ages 14-21. If  you have a young person in your life who 
would enjoy this program, please feel free to share this 
opportunity with them!

“YouthCharge helped me realize the potential that youth have and this 
gave me the inspiration to impact and inspire others to do things like 

this. I will always remember this.” - 2020 Participant
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