
REQUEST  PROPOSALSFO
R

YouthRoots is a youth-led foundation for young people to support causes they care about. During the program, they 
conduct a community needs assessment, fundraise for those issues, and then grant 100% of what they raise to 
chosen nonprofits meeting the needs.  Since being founded in 2010, YouthRoots participants have raised and granted 
over $255,000 to community nonprofits benefiting at-risk youth.

2021

WHAT IS YOUTHROOTS?

LOCATIONS SERVED
YouthRoots serves the metro Denver area with YouthBoards in Central, North, and South Denver areas, as well as 
Aurora and Douglas County. We additionally serve Boulder County, CO; Sioux Falls, SD; and Yellow Springs, OH, 
through partnerships with local community foundations. Please contact us to receive the RFPs serving those areas. 

UNLEASHING THE POWER OF YOUTH TO CHANGE THE WORLD!

OVERVIEW
Please see the attached pages for geographically specific Requests for Proposals. Applications should be submitted 
online, and organizations may apply for funding from multiple boards through the same application. Youth participants 
make all decisions regarding grants awarded. Grant sizes typically range from $1,000-$5,000. Contact 
info@youthroots.org with any questions.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScNLwn7oDakR4VXyfsExtfIAJSazuUs3DXjPtrO0bjMtaVCWw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScNLwn7oDakR4VXyfsExtfIAJSazuUs3DXjPtrO0bjMtaVCWw/viewform
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Request for proposals   North Metro (1)

The North Denver (1) YouthBoard of YouthRoots is now accepting grant proposals from registered 
501(c)3 tax-exempt youth-serving organizations that meet at least one of the following needs in the 
North Denver community:

HOMELESSNESS AND FOOD INSECURITY 

Homelessness and food insecurity have both increased over the last year. When the COVID-19 
pandemic hit, many households were gravely affected by the change. Homes across the nation were 
struggling to pay bills and stay safe. This global issue hit many Colorado youth as well, as more families 
experienced homelessness in our community. With the increase in homelessness came an increase in 
food insecurity. Our YouthBoard sees these needs as essential to focus on this year. 

EQUITY/EQUALITY 

The past year has heightened our awareness of inequities and inequalities in our community, especially 
as they relate to COVID-19 and educational opportunities. North Denver has diverse communities, 
however statistics show that some races and ethnicities are more negatively affected by COVID-19 
than others, including in their ability to receive federal COVID-19 aid. Additionally, we recognize 
inequities and inequalities in educational opportunities, and we want to make it easier for students to 
finish their education through this difficult time. Focusing on equity and equality can improve the lives 
of many youth in our community.

SUBSTANCE ABUSE/SUICIDE PREVENTION 

Substance abuse and suicide is a prevalent issue in our society. We’ve seen the tragic effects of 
substance abuse and suicide on teens in our community, and COVID-19 has exacerbated these issues. 
Isolation and staying at home has decreased the opportunity for youth to discuss and address these 
issues. By calling attention to them, we hope to reduce the prevalence of substance abuse and suicide 
and bring about change. Focusing on these issues allows the community to excel and grow together.

Geographic Restrictions: We are focusing on organizations that serve youth in the North Denver 
area. (Please note that each YouthBoard has a different geographic location and different funding priorities 
every year. Nonprofits should review all YouthRoots Requests for Proposals to find the best fit.)

Make Change Take Root,

North Denver (1) YouthBoard

http://www.youthroots.org
http://www.youthroots.org
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Request for proposals   South Metro

The South Denver YouthBoard of YouthRoots is now accepting grant proposals from registered 501(c)3 
tax-exempt youth-serving organizations that meet at least one of the following needs in the South 
Denver community:

MENTAL HEALTH AND SUICIDE 
Many teens experience mental health challenges, and the pandemic and subsequent social isolation has 
exacerbated these challenges. In a survey of community-area teens, 78% of respondents ranked mental 
health as very relevant or the most relevant problem facing youth in South Denver. In addition, members 
of the South Denver YouthBoard - from personal experiences and those of friends and peers - believe 
mental health and suicide to be an extremely pressing issue for youth.

SEXUAL VIOLENCE AND ABUSE 
Experiences of sexual violence and assault have become more prevalent during COVID-19 as victims are 
forced to spend more time at home with their abusers. The issue of sexual and domestic violence is also 
very important to youth in the South Denver community, as respondents ranked it as the second most 
relevant issue on a community survey. We are interested in funding the prevention of sexual violence 
through education and awareness, support services for victims, and organizations that work with youth 
and young adult survivors. 

HOMELESSNESS 
Homelessness emerged as the third most relevant issue to South Denver youth on the community 
survey. Teens experiencing homelessness often find it difficult to meet their own basic needs and continue 
their education. There are also very few avenues to pull themselves out of homelessness. We recognize 
the importance of meeting the basic needs of all people so that they can reach their full potential. 

Geographic Restrictions: We are interested in funding organizations located in or serving the South 
Denver and Metro Denver areas. (Please note that each YouthBoard has a different geographic location and 
different funding priorities every year. Nonprofits should review all YouthRoots Requests for Proposals to find the 
best fit.)

Other Notes: We are particularly interested in organizations focused on making change through 
education and community outreach, as well as organizations serving historically marginalized populations, 
such as immigrants, LGBTQIA+ individuals, low-income, and people of color. We are also interested in 
funding organizations that use an equity lens when addressing these needs. 

Make Change Take Root,

South Denver YouthBoard

http://www.youthroots.org
http://www.youthroots.org
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Request for proposals   Aurora

The Aurora YouthBoard of YouthRoots is now accepting grant proposals from registered 501(c)3 tax-
exempt youth-serving organizations that meet the following needs in Colorado:

THE SCHOOL-TO-PRISON PIPELINE 
Youth, specifically BIPOC youth, are disproportionately criminalized in schools through the unfair 
distribution of disciplinary measures such as refocuses, detention, and suspensions. These measures 
can prevent BIPOC youth from doing well in school and can lead to increased contact with law 
enforcement in schools. 

INTERSECTIONS OF CLIMATE CHANGE AND RACISM 
The impacts of climate change are ruining communities and killing families, most recently seen in the 
winter storm in Texas. Climate change is an issue that most severely impacts low-income communities 
whose residents are often racial minorities, and we hope our funding can combat this issue. 

IMPACTS OF COVID-19 ON MENTAL HEALTH 
The pandemic has placed an immense burden on the lives and mental health of youth, so it is critical 
that we focus on providing accessible mental health services during these difficult times. The Aurora 
YouthBoard selected this need because of the many Colorado families that have been affected by 
COVID-19 and the subsequent mental health issues that have arisen. 

Geographic Restrictions: We will accept grant applications from any organization located within the 
state of Colorado. (Please note that each YouthBoard has a different geographic location and different 
funding priorities every year. Nonprofits should review all YouthRoots Requests for Proposals to find the best 
fit.)

Other Notes: We have a preference for organizations with diverse boards of directors. Additionally, 
organizations that use mentorship within the organization are especially encouraged to apply.

Make Change Take Root,

Aurora YouthBoard

http://www.youthroots.org
http://www.youthroots.org
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Request for proposals   North Metro (2)

The North Denver (2) YouthBoard of YouthRoots is now accepting grant proposals from 
registered 501(c)3 tax-exempt youth-serving organizations that meet at least one of the 
following needs in the North Denver Metro community:

SEXUAL ASSAULT 

The North Denver (2) YouthBoard wants to give victims a voice and educate the community 
on how prevalent sexual assault is and how to prevent it. We hope to decrease stigma around 
the issue so that people impacted by sexual assault can speak out.  

MENTAL HEALTH 

Mental health problems are very prevalent in today’s youth, especially during this time of 
isolation and new challenges. Most youth face mental health issues on a day-to-day basis, which 
may affect the way they socialize, learn, and cope with new experiences. We know there are 
many contributing factors to mental health struggles in young people, so we intentionally kept 
this issue area broad in hopes of hearing from many different organizations tackling this 
problem in the North Denver area.

EDUCATION GAP 

The North Denver (2) YouthBoard sees the education gap as a huge problem in our 
community. Due to different income levels, not all young people receive the same education. 
This inequity in education results in large opportunity gaps for youth from low-income 
communities, a problem that follows them into adulthood. Our education system perpetuates 
a cycle where lower income individuals are consistently disadvantaged. 

Geographic Restrictions: We are focusing on organizations that serve youth in the North 
Denver Metro Area. (Please note that each YouthBoard has a different geographic location and 
different funding priorities every year. Nonprofits should review all YouthRoots Requests for Proposals 
to find the best fit.)

Make Change Take Root,

North Denver (2) YouthBoard

http://www.youthroots.org
http://www.youthroots.org
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Request for proposals  Douglas County

The Douglas County YouthBoard of YouthRoots is now accepting grant proposals from 
registered 501(c)3 tax-exempt youth-serving organizations that meet at least one of the 
following needs in the Douglas County community:

STIGMA 

The Douglas County YouthBoard believes that addressing stigma surrounding race, mental 
health, and disabilities can help alleviate issues of accessibility, academic success, and many 
other issues facing marginalized communities. We chose this as a broad category to give the 
opportunity for different agencies and organizations to apply for funding. 

HOMELESSNESS 

The Douglas County YouthBoard recognizes the importance of supporting homeless 
individuals, especially during the winter months when people’s lives are most at risk. We hope 
to help address the immediate needs of individuals experiencing homelessness.

EQUITY FOR YOUTH WITH DISABILITIES 

The Douglas County YouthBoard recognizes that disabled youth have a different experience in 
the classroom than their able-bodied peers, and we want to help change that. We chose this 
need because we want to bring accessibility and equity to our schools for disabled youth.

Geographic Restrictions: Programs should serve youth in the Douglas County area. (Please 
note that each YouthBoard has a different geographic location and different funding priorities every 
year. Nonprofits should review all YouthRoots Requests for Proposals to find the best fit.)

Make Change Take Root,

Douglas County YouthBoard

http://www.youthroots.org
http://www.youthroots.org
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Request for proposals    Central Denver

The Central Denver YouthBoard of YouthRoots is now accepting grant proposals from 
registered 501(c)3 tax-exempt youth-serving organizations that meet the following need in 
the Denver community:

YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH 

The Central Denver YouthBoard recognizes the huge challenges facing our community related 
to mental health.  There have been significant increases in youth suicide and mental health 
challenges. We have also seen the links between mental health and homelessness in our 
community and hope to impact these issues with our funding.

Geographic Restrictions: We will accept grant applications from any organization that centers 
their work in the City and County of Denver. (Please note that each YouthBoard has a different 
geographic location and different funding priorities every year. Nonprofits should review all 
YouthRoots Requests for Proposals to find the best fit.)

Other notes: We are especially interested in funding organizations that work at the 
intersection of youth mental health issues and homelessness.

Make Change Take Root,

Central Denver YouthBoard

http://www.youthroots.org
http://www.youthroots.org
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Request for proposals  Application Process

• 501(c)3 tax-exempt 
organizations that serve 
youth are eligible to apply.  
Youth are defined as persons 
0 -18 years old, unless 
otherwise obvious in funding 
priorities description. 
Individuals are not 
considered. 

• Grants must ultimately serve 
youth in and around the 
community where the 
granting YouthBoard is 
located.

• Grants are restricted to one 
year. Requests for more than 
one year of funding will not 
be considered.

• The applicant must use the 
grant funds only for the 
purposes for which the grant 
was made. 

• Applicant acknowledges that 
YouthRoots has the authority 
to withhold and/or recover 
grant funds in case such funds 
are, or appear to be, misused. 

• Individuals and organizations 
supporting political 
candidates are ineligible to 
apply.  

The Rules
April 11, 2021 - Due Date 

Please complete the online YouthBoard Grant Application by 5:00pm 
on April 11, 2021 (please indicate on application if you’re applying for 
funds from more than one YouthBoard).

April 2021 - Grant Finalists Notified 

You will be notified if you are a finalist by no later than the following 
dates:
April 16: Central Denver, North Denver (1), North Denver (2), South 
Denver, and Aurora YouthBoards
April 23: Douglas County YouthBoard

April 2021 - Finalist Presentation Date/s 
If you are chosen as a finalist, you have the option to present via 
Zoom on the date/s below. Presentations should be about 10 
minutes, given anytime between 5:00-8:00p MT, and should be a brief 
summary of your organization and program, with time left for a Q&A 
at the end. You are not required to do a finalist presentation, and 
decisions will not be affected if you are unable to give a presentation.
April 20: Central Denver YouthBoard
April 21: North Denver (1), South Denver, & Aurora YouthBoards
April 22: North Denver (2) YouthBoard
April 27: Douglas County YouthBoard

May 7, 2021 - Announcement Date  

You will be notified of the YouthBoard’s final decision by this date.

June 2021 - Checks Sent 

Checks will be mailed to winning organizations in June. 

Funds must be used within 12 months of  receiving grant check.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScNLwn7oDakR4VXyfsExtfIAJSazuUs3DXjPtrO0bjMtaVCWw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScNLwn7oDakR4VXyfsExtfIAJSazuUs3DXjPtrO0bjMtaVCWw/viewform?usp=sf_link

